
 
 
Arnot-‐Roberts	  
	  
By	  Stephen	  Tanzer	  –	  May	  2008	  
	  
2005	  Arnot	  Roberts	  Clajeux	  Vineyards	  Cabernet	  Sauvignon	  
Inky	  violet	  color.	  Pungent	  bouquet	  of	  smoky	  blackcurrant,	  candied	  cherry,	  licorice,	  
tobacco	  and	  mocha.	  Supple	  and	  pliant,	  offering	  sharply	  focused	  dark	  berry	  
preserve	  and	  kirsch	  flavors,	  velvety	  tannins	  and	  good	  mineral	  snap.	  Combines	  
richness	  and	  energy	  with	  a	  deft	  hand	  and	  finishes	  with	  outstanding	  clarity	  and	  
grip.	  Give	  this	  suave	  youngster	  some	  cellar	  time.	  92+	  
	  
2005	  Arnot	  Roberts	  Bugay	  Vineyard	  Cabernet	  Sauvignon	  
(includes	  a	  dash	  of	  petit	  verdot)	  Saturated	  ruby.	  Spicy,	  vividly	  perfumed	  aromas	  of	  
blackcurrant,	  cherry	  compote,	  cured	  tobacco	  and	  lavender.	  Spicy	  dark	  berry	  
flavors	  offer	  impressive	  clarity	  and	  depth,	  with	  supple	  tannins	  adding	  structure.	  
Fleshes	  out	  with	  air,	  finishing	  sweet,	  broad	  and	  long.	  The	  spiciness	  lingers	  
impressively,	  as	  does	  the	  blackcurrant	  quality.	  I'd	  bet	  on	  this	  improving	  with	  a	  few	  
years	  in	  the	  cellar.	  	  91+	  
	  
2006	  Arnot	  Roberts	  Clary	  Ranch	  Syrah	  
Inky	  ruby.	  Explosively	  aromatic,	  head-‐spinning	  bouquet	  of	  red	  and	  dark	  berries,	  
Asian	  spices,	  violet,	  fennel	  and	  minerals;	  this	  is	  a	  dead	  ringer	  for	  a	  Cote-‐Rotie.	  
Deeply	  concentrated	  and	  energetic,	  offering	  spicy	  raspberry,	  blackcurrant	  and	  
bitter	  cherry	  flavors,	  and	  becoming	  gently	  tannic	  with	  air.	  Finishes	  with	  admirable	  
snap	  and	  lift,	  with	  the	  floral	  and	  spicy	  qualities	  repeating.	  This	  very	  cool	  vineyard	  
lies	  near	  Bodega	  Bay	  and	  these	  grapes	  was	  picked	  at	  a	  very	  low	  21.5o	  Brix	  on	  
November	  3.	  93	  
	  



2006	  Arnot	  Roberts	  Alder	  Springs	  Vineyard	  Syrah	  
Opaque	  purple.	  A	  huge,	  sexy	  bouquet	  offers	  cassis,	  blueberry,	  smoked	  meat,	  
violet	  and	  musky	  herbs.	  Deep,	  sweet	  and	  pliant,	  showing	  remarkably	  pure,	  
concentrated	  red	  and	  blue	  fruit	  flavors	  with	  great	  spicy	  lift.	  The	  finish	  refuses	  to	  
end,	  echoing	  the	  sweet	  blueberry	  quality.	  The	  fruit	  here	  is	  simply	  stunning.	  This	  
was	  fermented	  with	  100%	  of	  its	  stems	  and	  has	  a	  very	  high	  pH,	  according	  to	  
Meyers.	  94	  
	  
2006	  Arnot	  Roberts	  Griffin’s	  Lair	  Syrah	  
Inky	  purple.	  Sexy	  raspberry	  and	  blackberry	  on	  the	  nose,	  along	  with	  smoky	  bacon,	  
violet	  and	  graphite.	  Deep,	  round	  and	  supple,	  with	  sweet	  dark	  berry	  preserve	  
flavors,	  velvety	  tannins	  and	  rising	  spiciness.	  More	  lush	  and	  creamy	  than	  the	  Clary	  
Ranch	  example,	  displaying	  more	  finishing	  power	  but	  less	  vivacity.	  The	  finish	  clings	  
impressively,	  echoing	  the	  graphite	  and	  floral	  qualities.	  This	  wine,	  which	  saw	  no	  
new	  oak,	  plays	  Hermitage	  to	  that	  wine's	  take	  on	  Cote-‐Rotie.	  92	  
	  
 
	  


